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Starred Question 


No. 60 in Lok Sab ha for 22-11-78 


Material for supplement arie s 


The question seeks detailed information as to whether 
a treasure box belonging to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was 
brought to India some years ago and in what circumstances* 
its custody since then and whether the box was recently opened 
and details thereof* 


Receipt of 2.1 in 1951 the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo 


! Ip I 

The 1 " tire a sure 

box in India was contacted by some Indians who were associated with Netaji 


Subhas chandra Bose. They informed him that they were in 

lb 

possession of some gold and jewellery which, they stated, had 
been collected from the plane which crashed with Netaji. The 
Head of the Indian Liaison Mission was also infoxmed that in 
addition to the gold and jewellery, they were also in possession 


of yen 20,000 (then equivalent to Rs.265 and annas 10 only)*" 

2.2 on instructions from the then prime Minister, the Head 
of the Indian Liaison Mission in Tokyo kept this gold, jewellery 
and cash in our Mission until further instructions* 

2.3 After the signing of the peace Treaty with japan, these^^ 
articles were sent to Delhi in November 1952 through an official 
of the Government of India* They were delivered to the Ministry 
of External Adairs, who retained them temporarily, on December 
30, 1953 the gold and Jewellery were handed over to the National 
Museum for safe custody. The cash amounting to Rs.265 and annas ^ 
10 was, with the approval of the then prime Minister, transferred 

j 

to the INA Relief Fund on December 16, 1954. 

Observations 3.1 The Netaji inquiry committee under the shah Nawaz Khan had 
of the shah 

Nawaz Khan made certain observations on the treasure although this was not 
Committee and 

the Khosla one of the terms of reference of the committee, chapter vi of 
Committee. 

the committee's Report is devoted to this subject. According to 
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one witness before the committee to the box had been tampered 
with, was much lighter in weight and less than half full, and 
that the valuables remained with shri flan anurt hi from 1945 to 
1951 (in Tokyo). According to the committee, it was far from 
clear as to what was collected from the airfield after t he crash 
of Netaji's plane, whether there was any subtraction and who 
took delivery of the treasure in Tokyo and when, and that it was 
not possible to come to any definite conclusion dbout the treasure. 
As mentioned in the preceding paragraph, eventually the treasure 
was brought to India and deposited with the National Museum . 

An extract of Chapter vi of "the committee* s report is attached at 
appendix I. 

3.2 The G*D. Kbosla committee* s observations on this subject __ 
are very brief . The valuables scattered in the airfield when the 
plane crashed and some of the articles were damaged, whatefer 
valuables were there were gathered and placed in a box which was 
sent to Tokyo along with the casket containing Net aji* s ashes; 
this box was taken charge of by m*» R^namurthi and handed over to 
the Indian Mission in Tokyo. 

3.3 The shah Nawaz Khan committee had the box containing the 

treasure opened and examined the contents twice. According taife, 
Committee the estimated value of the contents (then) was Rs.l laft 
4.1 in the context of these observations which %ere brought 

to prime Minister*s notice, he wished to know whether the tre-ssu#. 
box was still in the National Museum and what the contents and t¥ 
value were. Accordingly the Department of culture was asked to W* 
the box opened and the contents evaluated. 

5.1.1. The sealed diplomatic bag containing t he ina treasure 
opened on *th October 1978 under instructions of shri a»S* j^l 
Additional s®cretary, Department of culture in the presence * 


.... 3/“ 
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following*- 

1. shri A»S. Gill* Additional secretary 

2. shri M-N- Deshpande, DG. Archaeological survey of India 
3* Shri c* slvaramamurti, former Director, National Museun 

4. or. P- Banerjee, Assistant Director, National Museum . 

5. shri j.B* Mathur, Keeper (L8E)» National Museun 

6. Dr. N«H. Banerjee, Director, National Museum. 

5.1.2 shri k*P* Balakxishnan, Director (Establishment) and 

Shri Atish sinha, under secretary respectively of the Ministry of 
External Affairs joined later and left before the contents were 
sealed again. 

5.2.1 The seal of the cloth bag was broken and the bag was 

seen to contain a steel suitcase. The suitcase was thereupon 

# 

opened with the key tied to the seal with the diplomatic bag and 
it was found to contain (a) 13 packages in yellow envelopes, (b) 2 in 
brown paper, (c) 1 in a small gunny bag and (d) 1 in a cloth bag, 
making a total of 17 packages. The individual packages had not been 
sealed; but the saall gunny bag and the »all cloth bag and 2 brown 
packages bearing nos.2 and 6 respectively, and 4 yellow envelopes, 
bearing nos. 1,3, 4 and 5 were found tied simply with a string. 

5.2.1. in the course of the opening, a knob of the handle of 
the box gave way because of the weight of the contents though the 
lock and seal were intact. 

5.2.3. The packages were thereafter opened, one after another. 



in the serial order. They were also photographed in the course o 
the opening, showing the contents of each bag by shri j.c« Arora, 
photographer of the National Museum ( . 


5.2.4. The diplomatic bag contained a pan American world Air** 


luggage identification tag in the naie of "DAMLE* with a rubber st av 

• > 

to say This bag weighed at Tokyo* . 


4 /- 


3*3 The content# of the package* are described below. They 
were all found In damaged condition owing to burning, as well as 
twisted, sometimes broken, aid Many of then formed Into luaps or 
conglomerates. *11 th* wrist watches are badly charred. *11 of 
the materials, except the contents of package Ko.15 are in charred 
condition, obviously due to burning. 


Package NQ.ls 

The content s{ das aged) are mostly rings of gold without 
stones and approximately of 16 to 22 carat. *11 the objects have 
turned black. 


1* Rings and portions of Rings 114 

2. Miscellaneous pi# ces( non-rings) 6 

• Total: 120 


(Total net 
weight 389.5 
grams) • 


package mo. 2 * 

The content s< damaged) are mostly bracelets, i.e., rhuris 


and Karas , besides. 

1. Katbhes (completely dgasged) 

2. Brooches, Including one in the shape of a pharkha 

3. pendants 

4. Metals 

5. * lid of a gojtfer e*e* 

6. chain of a necklace in 2 portions and (rota3 net 

7. insignificant portions of other materials weight 

On one piece of bangle there were 2 stones fixed. 3.054 kg) 

package No.3 

The contents (damaged) are. 


1. coins 

2. charm pendants 

3. BMtgles ' 

4. shield- shaped discs for necklace 

5. lower part of a golden case of oval shape 

6. Wangles - 8 

7. Miscellaneous pieces 

8. 2 pieces coin of 1942 


-5- 


The contents (damaged) include an American gold coin mounted 

as a pendant, a French 5 francs gold coin mounted as a button and 

one victoria coin of 1876. ^ < Jo a L n ®^ v ' eight 

Jio grams) i 

package no. 4. 

The contents (damaged) are : 

1. Medal showing the etched figure of an owl with 
wings outspread, it is d^uaged and a part of 
it is missing* “ * 1 2 * 4 5 * 7 8 * 10 


2. Rings 

3* chain for a wrist watch 

4. pendant with round (ghungru) balls 

5. Gadrooned beads of a mala (necklace) 

6* Ear-rings (studs) 

7. Miscellaneous pieces (These comprise 2 gold 
pieces, 1 gold leaf and 4 studs) 

8. Non-gold pieces 

9* concavo-convex beads 

10. square table shield 
11* piece of glass 


2 

1 

1 

36 

33 

16 

4 

2 

. (Total 
1 net 
1 weight 
318 gnS 


package No*5j 

This package contains a lot of ear-studs, almost all with 
white settings (pearls/chemi cal /diamonds) and very few with red 
sittings, though some of the settings are missing, and all of them 
are damaged: 

I 

Total: 

Rings (fragnents) 

(of these 2 rings are with white settings and 


234 


ID < T0 ? al 
net 


2 have got enmeshed into each other) 
package no.6i 

The contents (damaged) are. 

1. Non- gold medal 

2. Churls and Karas , mostly broken 
3* M«dal with a portion of chain 

4. Ear-rings 

5. Ear-studs 


weight 
628 gns) 


1 

2 

1 


f 
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b 


6. v,Tist watch (watch strap with watch 
$raae) 

7. ere scent- shaped brooch with floral 
filigree work in high relief 

8. long chain for pocket watch 

9. piece of a chain 
10. Miscellaneous 

Package no«7: 

The contents (damaged) are. 

1. Miscellaneous pieces 

2. 5 F*aftc (Fiance) pieces of 1864 
3» shirt button studs 

4. Ear-studs 

5. Ear-rings 
6* pendants 

7. ft absents of objects 
8* Nose ring with a conical floral stud 
package no. 8 

The contents (damaged) are j 

1. Ear- studs 

2, Rings £2 are fragmented) 

3. Fragnents of ornaments 

4, stones loose 

package no. 9; , 

The contents (damaged^) are- 
1* vfrist-wstch straps 

2. Neck collar 

3. Rings (1 with cabochan ruby) 

4. Ear-rings 

5. Bangles 

6. pine gold strips (one is in good 
condition) 

package no. 10; 

The contents (damaged) axe . 

1. Ear -studs 

2. Galloping figure of horse used as 
Charm (copper) 

3* Rings 

4. Miscellaneous 

5. Fragments of stones 


2 pieces 


1 



(Total net 
weight 
1656.5 gas) 



(Total net 
weight 
812 g»s) 



(Total net 
weight 
425.6 gas) 


- (Total net 
2 weight 
307.5 gns) 


- 97 


1 

- 7 

- 19 

- 9 

nr 


(Total net 
weight 
419.7 gas) 


Total; 


Package NQ.-U 

The contents (das aged) are* 

1. Flings (some with stones including blue 

sapphire, ruby and diamonds) - 39 

2* screw (non-gold) - 1 

3. Gadrooned beads - 1 

4. Design for a rattle-shaped ear-ring - 1 

5. Nose ring - 1 

6. Ear stud - 1 

7* Ear-ring hanging - 1 

Total* 


Package NQ*12: 

The contents (dan aged) are* 

1. plain signet rings (some with mono grans 

snd enanel work unset) - 29 

2. chain - 1 

3. Miscellaneous (these comprise) - n 

(1) part of a chain 

(2) hanging ear-rings with settings 

(3) 1 ear- stud with stone 

(4) nose ring with setting 

(5) fragments of ornaaents 

4-. Rings with stones missing - 8 

5. Rings set with stones, mostly white 

including 1 blue sapphire snd 3 red - 17 

stones. — 

T ot al • 66 

Package no. 13; 

The contents ( dan aged) are* 

1- cu^-links (1 pair) - 2 

2* Rings with white setting - 2 

3* shirt buttons - 10 

4« Ear studs - 1 

5. Hanging ear-ring - 14 

6. portion of a chain - 1 

7. Golden screw - 1 

8. Karna-phool « 1 

9. Heart-shaped pendant - l 

10. stones - 6 

11. Gold wire - i 

Total* 4Q 


(Total 

net 

. weight 
• J01 gros) 


(Total 

net 

weight 
■ 205.0 gn 


(Total 

net 

weight 
46 cpis) 


9 


Package No *14; 

The contents (damaged) are. 

1* Hanging ear-rings 

2« cylindrical hollow bead with pointed 
spikes for neck 

3. Hollow be ad- cylindrical, with 
projections 

4. Loose stones 

5. Non- gold metal pieces 

Total: 

package no. 15; 

( Ayer » s lot) 

The contents are* 

Gold Nuggets (only these are in good 
condition in the whole lot) 


package No. 16: 

(Gunny bag) 

The contents (damaged) are* 

1, paper knife of copper with handle 
gilded of wayang motif 

2# Cigarette case of silver with 
4 edges studded with square blue 
sapphire and rubies engine-turned) 

3* iron nail 

4, Draoing pin 

5, Lead ftagaents 

6, Mixed Metal 

7* Lump of several medals of the AZad 
Hind Fauj bearing the horse and 
rider motif 


8. Non-gold wrist watch strap 

9. Non -go Id belt buckle with elephant 
motif 

10. Golden churl 

11. Miscellaneous gold objects 

12. star-shaped metal non- gold 

13. ft die of a wrist-watch 

14. pinnacle of silver 

15. Gilded hollow container resembling 
a cigarette lighter 

Total j 


1 

1 

6 

a (Total net 
weight 50.5 

11 S 1 *’ 5 ) 


9 (24 carat) 


weight 



1 

1 

16 

1 

3 


2 

2 

1 

1 

21 

1 

1 

1 

(Total net 
1 weight 3493.2 
5E" grams) 


16. semi precious stones 


Total; 


_7 

58 


I 
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-v. Package No ; 17 * 

* (Cloth bags) 

The contents (dan aged) are- 

1. Ashes or dust or burnt earth containing fragments 
of stones, bones, fragments of ornaments and 
hinges etc. 

2. A*ad Hind Fauj badges with pins some bearing 
(at least 2) the lettering fRani jhansi paltanf 

3. watches 

4. a lump of 4 watches and a gold ring 

5. socket for a watch 

6* portions of a watch strap non-gold 

7* Lid of a round box for sin door {vermilion) of 
silver with a design ot panlgFanana etched on it 
with a Bengali inscription reading" chirasukhl 

8# paper knife of copper with handle of wayang motif 

9. star-shaped non-gold metal (White metal with an 
eagle motif at the top) 

10. Table spoon 

11* Butter knife bearing 2 letters in Japanese, Non- 
stain steel selki plus the name of the firm in 
English 

12* Silver buckle with a figure of dancing lady 

13* Lower part of a square case of silver mutilated 

14, Folding type small penknife 

15* Handle of a safety razor of Hexagonal exose- 
section, 

16* compasses 

17. Divider 

18. cigarette lighter (hollow type) 

19. Blower with three nozzles 

20. Buckles 

21. Rim in the shape of ring (non-gold) 

22* unspent cartridge 

23. Brass case of a spent cartridge 

24. Non- de script fitting of a flask 

25. Non-cjold finials 

26. Brass coat hook 

27. iron nails 

28* Fragments of gold pieces 

29. a non-gold buckle with enamel work showing 
a charkha and 2 flags 

X. Non-gold metal pieces 

Total: 






m 1 

- 1 

- 1 


— 1 
• 1 
- 1 
• 1 


* 1 
- 2 
- 1 
— 2 


- 1 

- 4 

- 1 
• i 
- 1 
- 1 
- 2 


1 

9 


(Totd 
5 net 
weight 
, 966.5 
JVgns) 

10 


69 




i 


5,4 jhe group which examined the contents of the 17 

packages was assisted by shri sultan singh Backliwal, an eminent 
Connoisseur of Gems and jewellery and president of the Delhi 
jewellers* Association and $hri woti chand, an Assayer, besides 
Capt, a* Mathews, security of*!®* and Shri A^iiya Narain, Dy. 
Keeper prehim-tory. 

5.5.1. The contents of the packages, Including the packing 
materials, were separately weighed after they were opened by 
Shri a«B* Bisht, chemist and shri surendra pal Singh, chemical 
Assistant of the National M use un. It is observed that the 
contents of the package no. 16 (gunny bag) and package no. 17 
(Cloth bag) are mostly non-gold pieces. The golden (non-gold) 
articles contained in these two packages may be estimated 
roughly at Rs.5,000/« 

5.5.2. package no.15 (Ayer*s lot) contained 9 gold nuggets 
weighing 305 gras in all. The total value of these nuggets 

9 Rs.800/- per 10 gras for gold of 24 carat approximates to 
Rs. 24,400 or rs. 25,000 (round figures). 

5;5.3. Deducting approximately J0£ to account for wastage 

and non-gold materials, the total weight of the first 14 packages 
cane to (8732-873) 7859 or 7860 or 7900 gr*ns in round figures. 
The cost of 7900 gras at the rate of Rs*60o/- per 10 gras of 
18 carat gold (granting that 18 carat would approximately 
represent the different varieties of gold$> would come to 
Rs.4, 74,000/- 

8 . 5 . 4 , Thus the total valuation would be fixed approximately 
at Rs. 5, 05,000/- 

5.5.5. An accurate valuation would require the separation 
of the stones from the golden objects, and of the flux of the 
aluninlum like alloy, cleaning of the gold objects, melting them 
and weighing them together. This does not seem to be a practical 
proposition, as apart from the difficulty of separating the 
individual objects from a conglomerate, it may not be desirable 
to break-up the contents, a realistic assessment in the present 
condition may not, therefore, be possible. 

5.6. The list of packages found in the box tallies with 

the entries in the Accession Register of the National Museun. 
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4 comparative statement shoeing the weight of Jewellery in the 
different packages as found on inspection on 9th October 1978 
and as given by the Indian Mission Tokyo when the articles were 
received by them as attached at Appendix-u. There are minor 
differences between the two sets of weights which could perhaps 
be ascribed to the different weighing machines used with a gap 
of over 27 years* in regard to two items the difference is 
substantial - in package 2 (charred and broken bangles pins, 
bracelets, buckles etc) 1978 weight is about 900 grams more than 
the thx 1991 weight given by the Indian Mission, Tokyo, whereas 
in package 17 (Metals mostly base and dust) the 1978 weight is 
nearly 639 grass less than the weight given by the Indian Mission 
The National Muse vs does not have any record of the weight of 
the items when received by them, 

9.7, The packages were neatly packed again in envelopes tied 
carefully, placed inside the box and bag and once again staled 
with the seal of the National Musetni, 
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ALTHOUGH in the terns of reference of tbc CocHtittec, there was 
no mention of the treasure carried by Ketsji on hie last flight, 
in the course of their examination a nurbrr of witnesses spoke 
‘of the treasure. In fact, in Japan, to Jud^e from newspaper 
articles, there wes keen interest as to whet happened to this 
treasure. Is view of the public interest in the subject, and 
evidence given before them, the Committee feel that some mention 
should be made in this fce>ort alout this treasure. 

2# It vies the intention of Setaji to depend as little as 

B ossiblc or. his Japanese allies, and to finance the Indian 
otional Army from resources collected from Indian residents in 
;»outh-^st Asia. For this purpose, regular collection drives were 
m:ide by Kettji and bis lieutenants, and l&rre funds were collected, 

A special committee called "Betaji ftind Committee* was established 
under the Minister of Revenue. Cold and other valuables were 
onerously donated by Indians in Goutfe- hast .'.si a. On the occasion 
of his Birthday in January 3345, Netajl was weighed against gold* 

Mot only each and valuables, but laattvafcle properties used to be 
donated. Habit -ahib of Rangoon gave away at one time all his 
estate in landea property, cash and Jewellery valued at Rupees 
on© crore and three lakhs. In return he asked from Ketaji a pair 
of khaki shirt and shorts, so that he sight work for the 
Independence Movement (Page 160 of Major General A.C. Chatterjee's 
book India*© Ltrugfie for freedom). The funds of the Asad Hind 
Government were bandied by the Arad Hind Batik* How much of the 
liquid assets were carried by Kotajl during bis retract from 
Rangoon onwards, it not precisely known* Kr, Getnath Gas says 
that at the time of the retreat from hang oc n, treasure valued 
at Rupees one crore, consisting mostly of ornaments and gold bars, 
was withdrawn from the ass d Hind Bank, and taken r.vay packed in 
37 £aDfdl se led boxes. General HbonMle says that Setajl bad 
brought with him to Bangkok roll orntcents end cash packed in six 
steel boxes* fhe Jewellery was a gift from Indiana in -onth-Rast 
Asia* did not see the jewellery, and had no idea of its value* 
Hr, Din&neth, Chairman of the Axad Sind bank, vho was interrogated 
by the British Intelligence soon after the end of the war, had 
said that on the 34th April 1046 when Reteji left Rangoon, he took 
with him from the Bank 140 lbs, of gold, According to f'andit 
Lag bun a th -ham a. one of the leaders of the Indian Independence 
League at Bangkok, Hetaji took with him gold and other valuables, 
which were collected from the people, of a total value exceeding 
Rupees one crore* that some valuables were carried by Netajl 
with him is dear from the evidence, but fro® the very start doubt 
and discrepancies creep in as to the slxe and value of the 
treasure. Pandit Laghunath -haresa hes stated that the valuables 
were kept in 10 or 12 steel boxes - 13* X 12" X 10* ^ some a little 
smaller than others. General Bbonale ays that the contents of 
six steel boxes were re-packed in two canvas bags at the time of 
Retail* e departure* • $it >r. Dsfrnath Das has said that, before 
leaving Bangkok, the consents of the 17 treasure boxes mentioned 
by Hr. Gas were re- packed in two xxjocs sxixxxxxirSja&l isnotit 
^r k xjlAxx * g^au fam large suit-cases, 30" to 36" long. It is 
doubtful whether gold and ornaments of the value of Papers one crore 
could be carried in two large leather suit-cares, Ketaji* s personal 


• • * 


2/- 


valet, £aman Singh, was ax a in ad by the Geusittee. According 
to bin, the treasure was packed in 4 steel cases of different 
sizes * 20* X 13* X IS 1 * and 12” X 6* 16*. H* was orient at 
tlit time when the hexes were checked before Hetaji’ s departure 
from Bangkok, Ue says, "The boxes cents- ined articles of Jewellery 
which fire conrrcnly worn by Indian won on such as chains of ladies' 
watches, necklaces, bangles, bracelets, earrings, etc* They were 
mostly of ladles, Tli eve were also pounds and guineas, There 
v;ere some chains which had ruinea pieces attached to then, 
there were small gold wires, but tir re were no gold bars ... 

B sides ^heae 4 boxes con aining the treasure, Retail's personal 
effects, and certain other valuable r tides vuich he had brought 
from ^irig ajore, were kept in a small leather attache case. These 
contained a golf cig=*rette e&se which was presented to Retaji by 
Hlfci er." it. Minimka of the Hikori aikan who was constantly 
in touch with Setaji mentions that he was shown the valuables 
the same rl-;ht, snd agrees with -unban. Jingh, although he does 
not cent ion the bus her of boxes* 

;J. On his last visit, Netsji made heavy payments both at 

vin&apore anu Bangkok, dls Japanese Secretary end Interpreter, 
rfr. Ne^ishi, - ays that before leaving 4nge.rore, as ordered by 
^etaji, he withdrew from the Japanese dnhfc 8 crore yens out of 
a X an of 20 crores from the Japanese -averment. It was drawn 
in paper oney, and spent in payments to X*8*A» and civilian 
personnel. * r, hebnath f&s says that on the 17 tb August, Jul t 
before leaving Bangkok, Retaji made large las Ur inate gifts of 
l£ million ticfil s to CbrI along -corn Hospital and University and 
sar-ctioned two to tnree months' pay to sll officers and men of 
the X.N. a* He adas tii~t this was not paid out of the treasure 
brought frosi Burma, bat from Uxe funds of the Thailand Indian 
Independence te.v me. the s&ae witness has said that the 

bag -rage of Netaji was a lsrge suitcase containing documents and 
currency. The picture of the last harried days i3 confused, 
it is not known how such Ket&Ji withdraw, how -ntcb v-s spent, 
aai how much in gold aau Jewellery he took with him. As 
documents were destroyed to avoid fs.1T in; into Allied hands, 
reconstruction would b« difficult. The only thing that can be 
said is that Kctsji disbursed l^rge sf ounts in the final 
stages, sad took some valuables ^rui ornaments, etc., with his* 
Retail apparently cid not w^nt to teke the treasure with his. 
According to the evidence of i audit Eaghana th Hhcrma, a few days 
previously Sotaji hnd enquired of him whether he would take 
charge of the treasure to which I audit Kogfcnnath Pharma did not 
agree, -pt, hebnnth has has stated that again at aaigon Airfield 
Netaji proposed to at he would leave the treasure behind. Nr. 
i>ebnath i?»c and i ajor Hasan did rat agree to this, and so 
Retfcji carried the valuables with ni». 

4. Indian and Japanese witnesses have all deposed dearly 

about the treesore in Saigon. The pi one was held up for about 
half an hour, as the car carrying the boxes of valuables was 
delayed. All witnesses have stated that the number of ca es 
which out of the econ^ car v>s two tnd they ver e hurriedly 

pushed into the plane, in spite of the protect of the rriiot* 
General I sod a has said that hajor Hasan rushed up to ssy that 
the two boxes contalniii; presents to Re^aji by 3 lakhs of 
iadians in Best f sia had iot drived and so Retail delayed' 
de-;.rture by half an b .ur till the tcxeii case, General I soda 
did not know -*£i- 1 the boxes contained, but from what Major 
Has nr; said he preyed that they contained gold and Jewellery, 


3 




*hile noct vitaes:*«£ say that the boji.cs were leather suit-cases 
- about 30" lor£, Cep tain Qulsara ^ingn and Col* Prltais Singh 

have said that they were wooden boxes of a ashler sise. 
According to hr. Hegirhi, he was told by some Hlkarl Eikan 
officers that Hetaji's baggage included ISO kilos of gold 
bullion. He goes on to say that some of this treasure accom- 
panied Setaji while the rest of it was left with the party at 
Baigon to meet various expenses. Be that as it say, it may be 
taken as conclusive, that frees Saigon Ketaji carried with him 
two large leather suit-cases &bout 30 M long containing gold and 
Venables. *hlle, as stated before, it may be discounted that 
the vnlue was anything like Bupees one crore, there is no 
evidence on record which gives the detail® of the contents of 
the suit-cases, or any indication of their value. 

5. i'he plane crashed st f&ihoku on the 18 to of Augist, 

ool, Habibur Lehman has stated that he enquired no-t day as to 
what happened to the baggage, particularly the two leather suit- 
cases which contained gold and' Jewellery. He was told that the 
plane was completely burnt, and with it the luggage, but some 
charred Jewellery bed been salvaged, and kept in safe custody 
st the Military UeadqurTters. The collection was done under the 
supervision of two Japanese Officers, Major A* Saksi, Officer 
In charge of the aerodrome defence, and Captain Saksmura alias 
fasBR.moto, Officer in charge of toe ^erourome. According to 
Major Sakai, when he erne to the scene two hours after the 
accident, he found Captain Nakajnura end his men collecting 
nr tides lying on the ground. As their number was insufficient, 
he lent 30 of his raen. Captain U ekanura, on the other hand, 
says that on being asked by It, Col. loaogakl, he asked his men 
to collect the valuables. He css=e and found Major Sakei/s men 
under one Lfc, fsmashida doing the collection. Both of leers, 
however, agree that charred ana blackened Jewellery such as 
necklaces, rings, medals, etc*, were collected. These vere put 
in an IB-litre gasolene can, tae tor of which was eealed by 
sesns of strips of paper or. which the officers placed th^ir own 
seals. About the subsequent disposed, there is a slight discre- 
pancy, According to Mjor £ek&l , toe can of valuables was kept 
ohly one Right under guard, and delivered the next dey to Lt, 
«®X. dhilxxya at the Headquarters. On toe other hand, Captain 
Hekwwre says tost the can vas kept for 4 or 5 days in the air- 
raid shelter under guard, and thereafter delivered to Lt, Col. 
-'ill buy a. On toe 5 th of oerpt^ber, Col. H&bitur Kehasn was 
flown to f -kyo. ? -i th hie went L-t, f. 6 akai and Lt, Hayashida 
itoo had been detailed fey the Asuy Hegdqparters, Fortress, to 
carry with them Retail 1 s ashes and his valuables. Major oak&i 
and Captain K^ksmura alias f^asioto have both spoken of an 
18-litre gasolene csn. it. Col, Chifeuy®, ^tafl Officer of the 
Headquarter!, also mentions toe can, it. Gd. T. &skal end i* 
c'-o 'pv^a - ; ir.yri shicl'i v"o 5pe&ii of r vsodst bo> ♦ 

6 * ,J he box of valuables was delivered on the evening of 

K t/ w^' the 7th i*eptemb«p at the imperial Central Headquarters, Tokyo. 

The Cuty Officer, Major Kino shit*, kkj first received it, made 
over charge next morning to Lt, Col. fokaknra. Both say that 
the box wss a wooden box nailed down bit not sealed, ikw a 
sealed gasolene can could become a nailed wooden bo> is not 
clear. According to Lt. Col, ?f?kakura, on the Btfa S«ptemb« 
corning he phoned hr. hacamurti who came with Hr. Ayer and t o 
ch«r??e both of Setaji*s as os and valuables. Mr. fi&o smart i 
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says th&t two or three days after his arrival in Tokyo (thpt would 
be 9 th or 10 th acptmbe:) , Col. Sail bur bote an naked bis to bring 
tile bos of valuables, and Hr. Ha arir tl accordingly went and 
brought it from the imperial General Headquarters. The boy was 

* heavy wooden bos, end a porter was engaged to carry it. Col. 
Hafcltur *. enman rays that £ few days after bis arrival in Tokyo, 
Messrs. Ayer and BflBwnrtl were called to the Imperial General 
Headquarters and the bos containing the valuables v*ts bonded over 
to them, Hr, J. Iktrti corroborates ills brother. Mr, Ayer does 
not say where the b y was received, tut indicates tbnt in the 
last week of September he chanced upon Col* Rahman, Hr* Ramarnurti 
and Mr. J. idirti cl zoning and sortin' out the charred Jewellery 
In the house he and Col* Hahitur Rehman were occupying, inhere 
are major discrepancies as to the date, and mo received the bos, 
While Hr* ftaraanairti says feat Col. aefcibur 4\ehsan satisfied himself 
that the bos was indeed the same bo? that had been packed before 
him at Tftihofcu, Col. Habifer Hfeman iaye feat fee seals of the 

bos were broken^ It a-p eared to have been ta pored with, was such 
lighter and only hnlf full* The contents vere fbund to be 
ornaments of gold and pr clous stones, all charred, mixed and 
fused with metals and small bits from the wreckage. They were 
roughly separated into three lots, according to whether they 
contained more gold or base metal. Afterwards they verc repacked 
into a box and nailed* The weight of the valuables was found to 
be 11 kilograms* This was noted, and a rough list vs* made and 
signed by Col. finbibur Kehwn* e photostat copy of which is 
enclosed (.-nnexure I), ^cl, ; ehman left fee valuables in the 
charge of Mr. Hamemurti to be handed over to any authority wbieh 
arose iu India in succession to Hetaji’s Movement, At the sg-.e 
, time, Hr, Ayer left 300 gross of gold and 30,000 yens in cash 
with Mr* namaipurfei with similar direction. They did this in 
order to avoid fee valuable properties fro® being confiscated 
by the Allies* 

7. lfir* urti kept the valuables wife him from 1345 to r>C 

kr* Marti did not keep fee money in a i'ank. -hen asked, he said 
he did this so that the Occupation authorities, who would know of 
the assets of Japanese Banks, ml bt not confiscate the valuables. 
He did rot take any steps to contact any Indian authorities 
during all these veers. In fact, there is reason to believe feat 
he denied having fee treasure with him. He made no attest to 
contact even the Indi ra Mission in Tokyo. He ; ays that he was 
in correspondence with Hr. Ayer and the latter had advised him 
sot to take any action till the connected natter of Hetaji*s 
ashes was satisfactorily solved. Hr* Ayer came to Japan in 1 51, 
and it wat only then that Hr. Reaamurti acknowledged feet the 
treasure wife him, and expressed wi. ling ness to hand over the 
same to Indian Mission in Tokyo* n© admitted that he had partly 
financed Kr. Ayer* s trip to Japan, his return to India, Hr. 

1 kyer met fee PT1 e Minister, and suggested that the treasure 
might be taken over by the India Government thrrajh the Indian 
Mission in Tokyo. The irime Minister agreed to t«.a and, on 
instruction from him, fee treasure was taken over by fee Indian 

• i scion on the 24fe September 3351. fee First secretary of the 
T-lssion, Mr. V. 0. Trivedi signed the receipt on fee copy of the 
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list sad© over by Col* M oilman tc .^r. fiaraasiurtl in 1346* On the 
smQ day , Sr. Ha» smart! also handed over 300 gras!* of gold and 
20,000 yens which had been left vith ilia by Mr. Ayer. Ihe 
valuables v-ere again checked and weighed by the Indian lesion 
3tiu the weight was found to be & little sore than noted in Col* 
i ehnan*s original list* 

S* The valuables vert brought to India and have been kept 

in the National Musette at dashtraceti Shaven* As mentioned,* the 
Coasaittee inspected these valuables at the Museum. Their esti- 
anted value is Rupees one lakh. The *'UseUE was inspected twice, 
and on the second occasion the Cosed t tec went along with Kundan 
Cingh, Ketgjl's personal valet* as already mentioned in Chapter 
III, f^mdan bin;h identified a mmber of articles as belong log to 
-■et-ji. the articles found in the Museum vere Jevsll ery, and 
trinkets of thr- kind, which different witnesses have testified as 
gifts to Hctaji from the Indian public in s mth-a^st A<ria and 
which he c&irled with bis on his' last Journey, It is evident 
that the charred and damaged pieces of gold and jewellery, etc., 
*&ich are in the lotional Museum, forced part of Ketaji's bag age 
in his last journey, ifcich was s ivgged frota r’aihoku Airfield 
and later recovered fr:m Kr* urti. It is also see ths t what 
was handed oyer by Kr* iforti in 3381 tallied with the list signed 
by Col* H ab„ bur Keaton in 1345* i-ut it is not clc^r how much was 
carried by Be tail, and how studa of it was recovered* Two suit- 
es fes in vhicb detsji took the valuables ver ^ not weighed* W* 
have only the evidence of witnesses that they vere fairly heavy* 
Coly o :e wi tries?, Lt. Col. Bonogokl, has mentioned the v ©Isht as 
20 kilos each* nly 11 kilos rams of burnt- down jewellery mired 
vith base aetsl and a dies had been recovered, tiite clearly, tbr 
qu^nti ty that has beer, recovered la catch less than whst Betaji 
carried. with his. There are a large i&aber of ^aps and discre- 
t ucies is the ch r .in* ft is not eleer whether the rl&ne was 
cordoned off isssediately aft r the crash, and the collection of 
valuables begun under proper supervision. After it was collected, 
there is ,di acre? aaey m to whether it was left for some days in 
an air-raid shelter, or taken ne t Eoraing to the Japanese 
Military headquarters at Talboko* There is doubt as to the 
container, 5 qb© soy it was a gasolene car;, while others nay 
■feat it was a wooden box* If the g asol ene can vs* originally 
filled end sealed, there is no evidence to show who opened it* and 
why. and put the contents fig tin in a wooden box* In e wooden box 
that was handed over in Tokyo to Mr. Bansaortt was not seeled, hit 
only nailed, whereas Major Taka&ura says chat be handed ever the 
box to Hr. lurti and Mr. #ycr along with the ashes, Mr. urtl says 
th^t orOy he was esked t, cose and take the box of valuables a 
few days after taking delivery of the ashes. Col. Keh tn eays 
that Messrs, . yer and *urti went &nd brought the box froz the 
Imperial General doadqu rtcra. According to Mr* Ayer, he was 
not called, but came as if by accident, wntle Mr, ' urti. bis 
broth rr, and Col. ‘-ehman were cleaning snd sorting out Broken , 
ieces of jewellery. So receipt was taken or riven by the General 
deadquar : .€rs* -bile Mr. «>5arti says shat Col, Mtfenan was satisfied 
th^.t the box was in che gi4s« order as he had packed it in Talboku, 
Col* hehiEan says that who box appeared to his to have been 
tampered with, ;?.ucb lighter in weight, and less than half full. 
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It is fs*r from cl ejgr as to wli^it was collected frost -aihoku. 
Airfield, wh ttb <~t t.m when the container was cb>:figed| whether 
tb«T® v s any sab tr action, ana who tooK delivery of it in 
tokyo *nd uhen* i’rtas '*he evidence available to as- ^it is not 

E os 1 tie to eam to any definite conclusion shout the treasure. 

f it Is considered desirable to o nor® closely into the 
aattcr, it asy he necessary to institute a separate enquiry, 
v^ose scope al ht v»*ll include not only the treasure that ess 
carried by Setaji n his last Jo wey sad its recovery- hat 
also e - agination ot the entire ps- eta and li bill tire, in cash 
nnd kinc t of the Frovltdonal d av er re aent of . st.-wi Uind* It Is, 
however, not certain, how far .Ucn an enquiry vo^id fee 
profitable oft r this lapse oi tia®, especially wixm such 
records, as they were, cuf t have fcten largely destroyed. 




T-iyo 15/1 3/45 


U 

vrl hsa iurtl t 

1 levins with ya© three hundred i3X)/-»> stra nes 
of gold and yen twenty thousand* At a proper tiae and "lace, 
kindly hand ever to the caar.eceat national authority which 
will undoubtedly on* day coae into c'i3t^nce to hsndle affeirs 
ri lag at a sequel to the wpxcnt for India 1 s independence 
led fey ’Utrjl i\d>bush Chandra Bos# In i«st /sis* *he gala is 
in feci as I brought it fro*! -Igon* ihe cash is h&lsac# 
after changing piastre into yen and seating sy expenses during 
ay stay in Japan since ?U 3 isst 22 9 1945. The total in riasta 1 * 
and the exchange rate re shown in the hank slips* 


V- '♦ ?er 

W15/45 


-ri hm -arti, 

dh^ir^aEuiih, A«rri taxis! Coosittee, 

Japafe. 

Jsl hind. 


I an leavin' with you the following ^igatity of gold 


fchich vse selva e« at *siwasi ^Jssess after the fateful air 
recldent as s result of %faieb ubhash Chandra Bose 


aspired at 3*00 KH. on is. 8,46 in the hospital* 


1. Comparatively -are gold 
in two wooden feoxe* and 
a paper wrapper 


gss, 

7- 300 

i "eight induces velsbt 
of ?old sos wooden fences) 


£• van racket • Gold <g. get. 

nixed *d.tz3 worthi^-s 3 - 100 

selal.iroR etc* 

( «elght 1.^ lades weight 
of gold | setal iron etc, 

and pgpw wrapper) 

2. -inc« this gold it lxed with eth#r etnls, etc* 

weight cannot bo asses: #d at present, However, at a later 
dr, to the »** Absent tor getting the rnrification of gold 
say please be sstie. 

3, It is revested that this geld may ?!*■: ae be handed 
over to a competent Indian authority vuo Ray fee dealing with 
the af i -1 rs of the Indian lndepender*es sofeaeat led fey Het^Ji 
-ul'hasia Chandra Bo** in £ss* ..si a. 


4ai Hind. 


-ki/- Habifcor 





height indicated 
by Indian Hiss ion 

In Tokyo* 

‘•eirilt found 
on Inspection 
on a-ld-107'd 

Fneksgs I 

400 T & feS 

3cz>,5 grass 

J &aJcnf* g 

2 kgs* £6C §ros+ 

3,0?^ XJ kj-;3- 

Pttkag* 3 

335 £T6. s 

313 gr^nG 

Faekagn 4 

3mv ^T fi S!-S 

313 grr.niS 

Package 5 

7C0 grast* 

gXarlE 

i &Ckn£C 5 

1 Set* 700 grs-is 

1656*6 p'fffis 

> ssXnge 7 

83S grass 

312 grans 

Package 3 

435 grip- a 

‘*36, 6 grass 

Package 0 

33D grass 

3CT7.5 grass 

Fnekage 10 

42E grass 

*13.7 graes 

i aeknra 11 

206 craeis 

101 grass 

■ aofcage 12 

200 griss 

2f>5,0 grass 

Fnekage 13 

SO grass 

46 ?Tssa 

i gek-«e H 

So gratis 

So, 5 nr ass 

r -'< sfe-sge IS 

300 gra s 

300*5 fr^nss 

Fr-ekage 13 

3.500 kgt* 

3433*2 trams 

f^icase 17 

i*soo kzs. 

■”jjE -rases 


KjjjPOKT OF THB G0MTT.jiS Qii"THS E/aLUaTION ^ 

0i‘ TH3 CONTENTS OF a SEALED 3a G A53QCIAT5D WITU 

THE II IA TRHA31JR5S STORES IN THE NATIONAL MUSSHM 


The sealed diplomatic bag containing the INA Treasures was 
opened on 9.10.78, under the instructions of Shri A. S. Gill, 
Additional Secret ary, Department of Culture in the presence of 
the followings- 


1. Shri A. S. Gill, Additional Secretary 

2. Shri M.N.Deshpande, Director General, Archaeological 
Survey of India 

3. Shri C. Sivaramamurti, formerly Director, National Museum 

4. Dr. P. Banerjee, Assistant Director 

5. Shri I.D. Mathur, Keeper (L & B) , and 

6. Dr. N.R. Banerjee, Director, National Museum. 

2. Shri K.P. Baiakrishnan, DirectorC Establishment) and Shri 


Atish Sinha, Under Secretary, respectively, of the Ministry of 
External Affairs joined later, and left before the contents were 
sealed again, 

3. The seal of the cloth bag was broken and the bag was seen 
to contain a steel suitcase. The suitcase was thereupon onened 
with the key tied to the seal with the diplomatic bag and it was 
found to contain (a) 13 packages in yellow envelopes, (b) 2 in brown 
paper, C c) 1 in a small gunny bag and (d) 1 in a cloth bag, making 

a total of 17 packages. The individual Packages had not been sealed: 
but the small gunny bag and the small cloth bag and 2 brown packages 
bearing nos. 2 and 6, respectively, and 4 yellow envelopes, bearing 
nos. 1, 3, 4 and 5 were found tied simply with a string. 

4. In the course of the opening, a knob of the handle of the 
box gave way because of the weight of the contents though the 
lock and seal were intact. 

5. The packages were thereafter onened, one after another, in 


the serial order. They were also photographed in the course of the 


opening, showing the contents of each bag by Shri J.C.Arora, 
Photographer of the National Museum (vide album and list). 

6. The diplomatic bag contained a Pan American World Air-rays 
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luggage identification tag in the name of "DAMLE" with a rubber 
stamp to say "T his bar weighed at Tokyo 11 . 


7. 


The contents of the packages are described below. They 


were all found in damaged condition owing to burning, as well as 
twisted, sometimes broken, and many of them formed into lumns or 
conglomerates. All the wrist watches are bagly charred. All of 
the materials, except the contents of package No. 15 are In charred 
condition, obviously due to burning. 


Package No .1: 

The content s( damaged) are mostly rings of gold without 
stones and approximately of 18 to 22 carat. All the objects have 
turned black. 

1. Kings and portions of rings 114 

2. Miscellaneous pieces (non- rings) 6 

Total: Tg~0 


p£LCkaj;e_ lLo_.t^ i 

The content s( damaged) are mostly bracelets, i.a., chhris 
and karas , besides 

1. watches ( c omelet ely damaged) 

2. brooches, including one in the shape of a charkha , 

3. Pendants 

4. metals 

5. a lid of a golden case 

6. chain of a necklace in 2 portions and 

7. insignificant portions of other materials 

On' one piece of bangle there were 2 stones fixed. 


Package 

The content s( d amared) are: 


1 . co in s 

2. charm pendants 

3. bangles 

4. shield* shaped discs for necklace 

5. lower part of a golden case of oval shape 

6. bangles - 8 

7. miscellaneous pieces 

8. 2 pieces coin of 1942. 

The content s( damaged ) include an America*! gold coin 
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mounted as a pendant, a fre s h 5 franc^ gold coin mounted as 
a button and one Victoria Coin of 1876. 

Package No. 4s 

The contents ( damaged) are; 

1. Medal showing the etched figure of an 

owil with wings outspread, it is damaged 
and a part of it is missing - l 

2. Rings - 2 

3. Chain for a wrist watch - l 

4. Pendant with round ( ghun gru) balls - 1 

5. Gadrooned beads of a mala( necklace) -36 

6. Ear-rings (studs) -33 

7 . Miscellaneous pieces (These compriselS 
2 gold pieces, 1 gold leaf and 4 studs) 

8. Non- gold pieces - 4 

9. concavo-convex beads - 2 

10. square table shield - l 

11. piece of glass - 1 

Package _No,.5.s_ 

This package contains a lot of ear-studs, almost all with 
white settings ( pearls/ chemical/? diamonds) and very few with 
red settings, though some of the settings are missing, and all 
of them are damaged. 

234 
10 


Totals 

Rin g s ( f ragraent s) 


(of these 2 rings are with white 
settings and 2 have got enmeshed into 
each other) 


Package No. 6 i 

The contents (damaged) are: 

1. Non- gold medal 

2. Chur is and karas . mostly broken 

3. Medal with a portion of chain 

4. Ear-rings 

5. Ear- studs 


6. Wrist watch (watch strap with 
watch frame) 

7. Crescent- shaped brooch with floral 
fil^igree vrork in high relief 

8. Long chain for pocket watch 


- 1 

- 1 
- 2 

- 1 

- 2 nieces 


- 1 
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9 . Piece of a chain 
10. Miscellaneous pieces 
Pa ckage _7: 

The contentsC damaged) are: 

1 1. Miscellaneous pieces 

2. £"Franc( French) pieces of 1864 - 2 

3. Shirt button studs - 3 

4. Ear- studs 

5. Ear-rings 

t 

6. Pendants 

7. Fragments of objects 

8. Nose ring with a conical floral stud 

_Nq » . ^ . 

The content s/arei ^ 


1. 

Ear- studs 

-117 

2. 

Rings(2 are fragmented) 

- 5 

3. 

Fragments of ornaments 

-23 

4. 

Stones loose 

- 4 

Package No, .9} 


The 

cont ent s( dama ged) are: 


1. 

Wrist watch straps 


2. 

Neck collar 


3. 

Rings Cl with cabochan ruby) 


4. 

Ear-rings 


5. 

Bangles 

- 2 

6. 

Fine gold strips (one is in goo^d 
condition) 


Package No. 

lIOl 


The 

contents (damaged) are; 


1. 

Ear- studs 

-97 

2. 

Galloping figure of horse used 
as charm (copper) 

- 1 

3. 

Rings 

- 7 

4. . 

Miscellan eous 

-19 

5. 

Fragments of stones 

- 9 



Total! 


133 


f 
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Package No.ll: 


The contents (damaged) are: 


1. Rings ( some with stones including 
blue sapphire, ruby and diamonds; 

- 39 

2. Screw (non-gold) 

- 1 

3. Gadrooned bsads 

- 1 

4. Design for a rattled- shaped 

- 1 

5. Rose ring 

- 1 

6. Ear stud 

- 1 

7. Ear-ring hanging 

- 1 

Package No. 12: 

-4 S' 

The contents( damaged) ares 


1. Plain signet rings ( some with 
monograms and enamel work unset) 

- 29 

2 . Chain 

- 1 

3. Miscellaneous (these comprise) 

-11 

( i) part of a chain 


(2) hanging ear-rings with settings 

(3) 1 ear- stud with stone 

(4) nose ring with setting 

(5) fragments of ornaments 


4. Rings with stones missing 

- 8 

5. Rings set with stones, mostly 
white including 1 blue sapphire 
and 3 red stones 

-17 

Total: 

66 

Package No. 13: . 


The contents (damaged) are: 


1. Cuff-links (l pair) 

- 2 

2. Rings with white setting 

- 2 

3. Shirt buttons 

-10 

4. Ear studs 

- 1 

5. Hanging ear-ring 

-14 

6. Portion of a chain 

- 1 

7 . Golden screw 

_ I 

R . Kama-phool . 

- 1 

°. Heart- shaped pendant 

- 1 


-:6 s- 


r 




10. Stones 

11. Gold wire 


6 

1 


Total: 


-40 


Packaee No. 14: 

The contents (jlaraaged) are: 

1. Hanging ear-rings 

2. Cylindrical hollow bead with 
pointed spikes for neck 

3. Hollow bead- cylindrical, with 
projections 

4. Loose stones 

5. Won- gold metal pieces 

Total: 


- 9 

_ 1 

X 

- 1 

- 6 

- 4 


-21 


Pg.Q kg .^eJlOi.I.S: 

i 

(^yer 1 s lot) 

The contents are: 

Gold Nuggets (only these are in gooSL -9 (24 carat) 
condition in the whole lot) 

Package No_,.l6:. 

The contents ( damaged ) jpare: 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 


Paper knife of copper with handle 
gilded of Wayang motif 


- 1 


Cigarette case of silver with 4 
edges studded with square blue 
sapphires and rubies engine- turned - l 


Iron nail 
Drawing pin 
Lead fragments 
Mixed metal 


-16 

- 1 
- 3 


Lump of several medals of the Azad 
Hind Fauj bearing the horse and 
rider motif 

Non-g&ld wrist watch strap - 2 


9. Non- gold belt buckle with elephant 

motif - 1 


10 . Golden churi 

11. Miscellaneous gold objects 
12. Star- shaped metal non- cold 


- 1 

-21 

- 1 


■ 7 /- 


„ . 7 • _ 

13. Frame of a wrist- watch 

14. Pinnacle of sliver 

15. Gilded hollow container resembling 


a cigarette lighter 


_ x 
- 1 

- 1 


Total: 


_£L 


16. Semi precious stones 


Total 


_£S. 


P acka g e Not ,i 7 > v 
(cloth bags) 


The contents ( damaged) are: 

1. Ashes or dust or burnt earth 
containing fragments of stones, 
bones, fragments of ornaments and 
hinges etc. 


2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 


Azad Hind Fauj badges with pins some 
bearing Cat least 2) the lettering 
'Rani Jhansi Paltan 1 . - 3 

Watches - 7 

A lump of 4 watches and a gold ring- 5 

Socket for a watch - l 

Portions of a watch strap non- gold - 3 


7. Lid of a round box for sin do or 
(vermilion) of silver with a design 
of nanizrahana etched on it with a 
Bengali inscription reading chirasukhj. 

8. Paper knife of copper with handle 

of Way an g motif. - 1 

9. Star- shaped non-gold metal (white 
metal with an eagle motif at the - 1 
top) 

10. Table spoon - 1 

11. Butter knife bearing 2 letters in 
Japanese, Non-Stain steel Seiki plus 
the name of the firm in Hhglish - l 


12 . 

13. 

14 . 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


Silver buckle with s figure of dancing 

lady ' -1 

Lower part of a square case of silver 
mutilated " - 1 


Folding type small penknife 


- 1 


Handle of a safety razor of Hexagonal 
cross-section - 1 

Compasses - 2 

Divider - 1 

Cigarette lighter (hollow type) - 2 

Blower with three nozzles 


% 




1 
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20. Suckles - 4 

21. Rim in the shape of ring( non- gold) - l 

22. Unspent cartridge - l 

23. Brass case of a spent cartridge - 1 

24. Non-descript fitting of a flask - 1 

25. Non- gol d finials - 2 

26. Brass coat hook - l 

27. Iron nails - 9 

28. Fragm&nts of gold pieces - 5 

29. A non-gold buckle with enamel work 

showing a charkha and 2 flags - 1 

30. Non- gold metal nieces -10 

Total -6° 

8. fhe group which examined the contents of the 17 packages 

was assisted by Shri Sultan Singh Sackliwal, an eminent connoisseu 

-r 

of Gems and Jewellery and President of the De^hi Jewellers' 
Association and Shri Moti Chand, an «.ssayer, besides Capt.A, 
Mathews, Security Officer and Shri Aditya Narain, Dv. Keeper 
Prehistory. 

9. The contents of the nackages, includin'? the packing materi- 
als, were separately weighed after they were opened by Shri A. S. 
Bisht, Shemist and Shri Surendra Pal Singh, Chemical Assistant 

of the National Museum. It is observed that the contents of 
package no. 16( g unnv b ae)and package no. 17 ( cloth ban ) are mostly 
non- gold pieces. The details of the weights are attached in a 
statement. (Appendix - I). 

10. Package no.l5 ( /over* s lot) contained 9 gold nuggets 
weighing 305 grams in all. The total value of these nuggets 
(S Rs.800/- per 10 grams for gold of 24 carat approximates to 
gs . 24,400 or 25,000 (round figures). 



11 . The net weight of jewellery materials in the other 

packages, i. e. , 1 to 14 is as follows: 

Package No.l 389.5 grams 

Package No. 2 1*66 kg. 

1.18 kg. 

0.214 kg. 


Package No. 3 
Package No. 4 

Package No .5 


318 gins 

25 gms 
293 gms 

622 gms. 


9 /- 


Package No. 6 

Package No. 7 
Package No. 8 

Package No. 9 

Package No. 10 

Package No. 11 
Package No. 12 

Package No. 13 
Package No. 14 


44.5 gras 
12 1 gras 
575 gras 
916 grax 

812 gms 

369 gms 
43 gras 
12.2 gms 
1 .4 gras 

57 gms 

14.5 gms 
17 gms 
2.19 gms 

33 .5 gms 
19 gms 
1.-2 gras 
366 gms 

101 gms 

44.5 gms 
92 gms 
44 gms 

24.5 gms 

43 . 5 gm s 

2.5 gms 

47.5 gms 

1.5 gms 
1.5 gms 


8732.00 grams 


12. Deducting approximately 10# to account for wastage and 
non- gold materials the total weight would come to (8732-873) 

7859 or 7860 grams or 7900 grams am round figures. 

13. The cost of 7900 grams at the rate of Rs.6 00/- per 10 grams 
of 18 carat gold (granting that 18 carat would approximately 
represent the different varieties of gold) would come to 


Rs. 4, 74,000/-. 

1ft. The total value including that of the gold nuggets 
contained in j^rer* s lot (vide para 10 above) would come to 
nearly Rs. 5, 00, 000/-* 

15. The golden (non-gold^articles contained in packages 16 
and 17 may be estimated roughly at fls.5,000/-, 

16. Thus the total valuation would be fixed approximately 
at Rs. 505, 000/-. 

17. An accurate valuation would require the separation of 

IQ/- 
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the stones from the golden objects, and of the flux of the 
aluminium like alloy, cleaning of the gold objects, meltin'- them 
and weighing them together. This does not seem to be a practical 
proposition, as apart from the difficulty of separating the 
individual objects from a conglomerate, it may not be desirable 
to break-up the contents. A realistic assessment in the present 
condition may not, therefore, be possible. 

18. The list of packages found in the box tallies with the 
entries in the Accession Register of the National Museum 
C copy enclosed) . 


19. The packages v/ere neatly packed again in envelopes , tied 


carefully, placed inside the box and bag and once again sealed 
with the seai of the National Museum. 






t .//. 
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Appendix - I_ 


Record of t he wRi ?ht^ mntent . s oX - g ia 

Ilinlomatic dag re. ' at mg to t he contents .q£ a 
ciftal ed ha; ass oc i at e d w ith the X *?I ■ a- Tier : rAmss 
sto red -inltl id National Husema. 


Package Ho> _1 


Weight of Jewellery 
Extra Pkt. 

Envelope etc. 

Total 


= 389*5 gms 
= 13.7 gms 
= 37 .5 gms 
= 410.7 gms* 


Package No. 2 

( i) Jewellery 
( ii) Jewellery 
( iii) Jewellery 
Wrapper 
Total 


= 1.66 kg. 

= 1.18 kg. 

= 0.214 kg. 

- 0.0934 kg. 
= 3.1474 kg. 


Package Ho. 3. 
C i) Jewellery 
(ii) Wrapper etc. 
Total 


=318 gms. 

= 3i.5 gms. 

= 349*5 gms. 


Fpokare No. 4 
( i) Miniature Pots 
( ii) Jewellery 
Wrapper 
fttal 


= 25 gms. 

= 293 gms. 

= 38.9 gms. 

= 356.9 gms. 


Package No ._ .5 
( i) Jewellery 
Wrapper 
Total 


- 628 gms. 
= 51 gms. 

= 679 gms. 


Package No. 6^ 

( i) Jewellery 

(ii) Jewellery 

(i5T) (a) Jewellery 

(b) Jewellery 

Wrapper 

Total 


= 44.5 gms. 

- 121 gms. 

= 575 gms. 

- 916 gms. 

= 67 gms. 

= 1.7235 kg. 


2 


PacK&se n,qjl-Z 

( i) Jewellery = 8l2 gms. 

( ii) Wrapper = 43 gms* 

Total = 855 gms. 


Package Mo .8 
( 1) Jewellery 
Cli) Jewellery 
(Hi) Jewellery 
( lv) Jewellery 
Wrapper 
Total 

Package No* 9. 
( 1) Jewellery 
(li) Jewellery 
(iii) Jewellery 
( iv) Jewellery 
Wrapper 
Total 


= 369 gms. 

= 44 gms. 

= 12.2 gms. 

= 1.4 gms. 

= 37.5 gms. 

= 464.1 gms. 


= 57 gms • 

= 14*5 gms. 
= 17 gms- 
- 219 gms. 

= 44 gms. 

= 351.5 gras. 


Package Mo.lQ 
( 1) Jewellery 
(il) Rings 
(ill) Jewels 
C iv) Other Jewellery 
■ Wrapper 
Total 


= 33.5 gms. 

- 19 gms. 

= 1.2 gms. 

= 366 gms. 

= 37 gms. 

= 456.7 gms- 


Package Nq.. .11 

( i) Jewellery 

(ii) Jewellery (stones) 
Wrapper 

Total 


= 101 gms. 
= 9 gms. 

= 31 gms. 

= 141 gms. 



. * * • • 
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Packs re No. 12 
( i) Jewellery 


= 44.5 gras. 


( ii) Jewellery 
( ill) Jewellery 
( i v") Jewellery 


- 92 gras. 

= 44 gras. 

- 24.5 gras. 


Wrapper 


29.5 gms. 


Total 


234.5 gras. 


Package No. 13- 
C i) Jewellery 
( ii) Jewellery 
Wrapper 
Total 


= 43.5 gms. 
— 2.5 gm s * 

= 30.5 gras. 
= 76.5 gms* 


Pp.cka.ge No. 14 
( i) Jewel lexy 
C ii) Jewellery 
(iii) Jewellery 
Wrapper 
Total 


= 47.5 gras. 
= 1.5 gms. 

= 1*5 gms. 

= 26 gms. 

= 76.5 . gms. 


Aver 1 s Lot 

No. 1 (now called package No. 15) 


( i) Gold - 300.5 gms. 

Wrapper = 36*5 gms* 

Total = 337 gms. 

Bundle No. 2 (Gunny bag) (now called package No. 16) 


U) 

= 73 gms. 

(B) 

= 2.5 gms. 

(C) 

= 7.7 gms. 

CD) 

= 230 gms. 

(E) 

= 108 gms. 

(F) 

= 33 gms. 

(G) 

= 82 gms. 

(H) 

= 233.5 gms 

(I) 

= 38.5 gms. 


Main Big Lump 
Wra " 'er 




2.645 kg. 

2 IS gms. 

3.-5712 kg. 


A 

* * * * 


quij/Vio. Ho. 3 (Cloth bag) (now called package No. 17) 


(A) 

= 169.5 gms 

(B) 

= 59.5 gms. 

(C) 

= 23 gms. 

CD) 

= 30.5 gms. 

(E) 

=8.5 gms. 

(F) 

= 7.5 gms. 

(G) 

= 668 gms. 


Wrapper & waste = 758.S gms. 
Total = 1.725 kg. 




\ 
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